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CLEAR TRACK POLKA

(BAHN FREI POLKA)

Cat. 20855
Level 3+
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Staccato notest.director may choose preferred 'stopped technique'

EDWARD STRAUSS (1835-1916)

Allegro (4 =c.120-132
gro (e=c ) Arranged by Martha Lynn Thompson
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Bahn frei!, also known as the Clear Track Polka or simply 7rack’s Clear was composed in 1869.
It was about this time that railroad craze, as a new means of transportation, was seizing Vienna
and most of continental Europe. The Viennese would often take day trips on the train to nearby
villages for picnics and other enjoyable outings. It was not unusual, once one boarded the train,
for there to be a delay before the train would leave on its way. Bahn Frei/ meant, all clear, the
track is free, we can go. The music is vibrant and the main theme gallops along with almost
ecstatic high spirits.

Bahn frei/was originally written for small chamber orchestra comprised of 10-15 players,
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